Comparison of glycoproteins from ten human Mycoplasma species.
Multiple bands of glycoprotein, rare in procaryotes, were detected in ten human Mycoplasma species by staining with periodic acid-Schiff (PAS) reagent after sodium dodecyl sulphate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE). A major contaminant formed in Hayflick medium (H medium), corresponding to an apparent molecular weight of about 80 kD, was eliminated by using the organisms grown in PPLO broth supplemented with PPLO serum fraction (P medium), except that M. genitalium and M. pneumoniae were grown in H medium as monolayers on the glass surface. The comparison of glycoproteins among ten human Mycoplasma species indicated that their profiles were shown to be species-specific. However, those of M. buccale and M. faucium were very similar, and M. pneumoniae and M. genitalium seemed to be related.